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I. General
Verb phrases consist of three optional modifier slots filled by Manner phrase (lVIAN), Delimiter phrase or clause (DEL), and Negative (NEG), followed by an obligatory head slot filled by any verb (V). Any relative order of fillers of the modifier slots is possible, but by far the most common is that given here. An intensifier nep 'just/only' can follow and can modify any one (but only one) of the tagmemes in a verb phrase.
Verb Phrase (VP) formula~ VP= +M:MAN +M:DEL +MiNEG +H:V --Read:!: "optional", + "ob.lj_gatory", : "filled by", M. ''modifier", and H "head".
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Having now seen the general pattern of a Verb Phrase, we can take a closer look at its individual parts.
2.1.Manner Tagmeme
The Manner slot is occasionally separated from the rest of the Verb Phrase by clause level tagmemes (object, locative, etc.) . The other two modifier tagmemes are very rarely thus separated from the rest of the Verb Phrase.
Adverbs fill the head slot in all Manner Phrases. Adverbs are a closed class consisting of the following words: kap~ka~ 'slowly/ secretly', kamiket 'carefully/secretly', kasee-kasyek 'quickly'.
The two types of Manner Phrases are shown here in formula and examples.
MAN 1 = +Adverb ±time ±yib Adverb is read "any adverb". time and yi¥ are two Kalam words meaning 'terribly' and 1 very 1 -i:eipective y.
In examples throughout this paper a whole phrase or clause is given to show a tagmeme in its environment. The specific tagmeme being illustrated is given in capitals; other elements in lose lower case letters. KINI-TIK TEK midi-tik. 'The two of them were supposedly sleep-3rd dual past like stay-3rd dual past sleeping'
Kijeng mi~anningee, 'AMN-ITIK TEK mid-ek. road inside seeing go-(3rd dual past)like remain-it past 'The path looked like the two had gone on it.'
YAD MA MIDEE TEK a-m-an. 'You speak as if I were not here.' I not were like speak-pres. perfect-1st sing.
Negative Tagmeme
The Negative slot is filled only by negative morpheme~· Kasee MA gi-nigab-een.
'I will not do it quickly.' quickly not do-fut-1st singular MA ningi-b-een. 1 I do not know.' not know-pres. perfect-1st singular
'It is not good flavored' delicious not do-pres. perfect
Verb Tagmeme
The verb slot filled by any verb stem optionally inflected with one or more suffixes. Uninflected stems occur only as head of dependent verb phrases. Inflected stems occur only as head of independent verb phrases (see 3. below). Suffixes on these independent verb phrases may be divided into two broad groups--those occuning on verbs in independent clauses (final verbs), and those occuning on verbs in dependent clauses (medial verbs). Suffixes on final verbs may indicate mood, tense-aspect, and person-number. Suffixes on medial verbs in general indicate whether the actor is the same or different from the actor of the following verb; and, if different, the person and number of the present actor. Medial verb suffixes also indicate whether the action of the medial verb is previous to, simultaneous with, or anticipated after the action of the verb following it.
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'After working in the garden for a period of time he went in the house and slept.'
Kaj PIK DAD AW-AK. 'He killed and brought a pig.' pig hit bring come-he past Dependent verbs are used when, in the mind of the speaker, the actions are viewed as almost one long action not worthy of separate clauses.
